Medical device education among Australian registered nurses. A comparison of agency and hospital nurses.
A cross-sectional survey was used to compare the medical device education of 142 agency- and 443 hospital-employed Australian registered nurses. The two groups differed significantly on descriptive characteristics and on what they had learned about medical devices. Potential negative aspects of device use were nurse stress and patient harm, with a significantly larger proportion of hospital nurses indicating their use of any medical device had made them feel stress. Fear of harming the patient and being unsure of how to use the device caused stress in the majority of nurses. The incidence of patient harm was approximately 10% for each group.